The Honorable George W. Bush 
President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 


We applaud the prompt commitment of the United States to storm-battered Haiti, via a $10 million emergency assistance and the redeployment of US Navy ships to provide support to the relief efforts in Gonaives, Haiti’s most stricken city.

The immediate needs are so great in Haiti that the UN has launched a $108 million flash appeal on behalf of its agencies and affiliated international NGOs. We are doing our part in contributing to relief efforts from our savings as well as in urging and collecting donations from friends, relatives and colleagues. 

Yet we are fully aware that unless the emergency response is associated with development efforts that put Haitians to work building or rebuilding the country’s infrastructure, its agricultural, manufacturing and commerce base, the relief efforts will be for naught. One, 2, 3 or 4 years from now, Haiti may suffer even more extensive damage as a result of its inability to protect itself from the storms during hurricane season and to pick itself up quickly after they pass. 

Our appeal to you, Mr. President is two-fold:

1. Please make a bigger commitment to relief and development efforts in Haiti on behalf of the United States. Use your leadership to ensure that at the very least, all of the needs identified in the flash appeal are met. 

2. It has long been recognized that Haiti’s salvation lies partly in the significant involvement of the Haitian Diaspora in nation-building efforts. Implement a policy of constructive engagement with the Haitian Diaspora in the US so that the knowledge, skills and expertise we bring to the issue are effectively used in the recovery and development efforts under way and in the future.

Once again we thank you for your prompt response to Haiti’s plight and look forward to the contributions that together with our government we can make to get Haiti on an irreversible path to social and economic progress.

Sincerely,

Name:
Address:

City, State, Zip Code

CC:
Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton
780 Third Ave
Suite 2601
New York, NY 10017 
Senator Charles Schumer
757 Third Ave
Suite 1702

New York, NY 10017

